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A Response to Short Story Bird by Bird written by Anne Lamott
It is quite surprising that writers of famous books and lovable articles in the society live miserable lives. The story, Bird by Bird, written by Anne Lamott is a complete surprise to many people who might want to engage in writing. As expressed by Lamott in this story, a writer is a popper, loved by people for helping them to express what is in their hearts and also for clearly opening up on issues in their lives. However, the same person loved by people for his writing starves and lives a miserable life. Lamott writes about her father and the lifestyle he led. Despite being a great writer who had his books published and his articles too published in newspapers and magazines and even textbooks used in schools to teach English, he was an alcoholic and a drug addict who lived a miserable life.
However, do all writers actually lead a miserable life, the fact that people give reviews to people’s writing should not be used to discourage those who want to write. I Think that Lamott was wrong to suggest that reviews written about her father’s death and dying which she wrote and was published about a year after her father was dead meant to bring her down. I think such thoughts are misguided because reviews are meant to make a writer stronger and to become sensitive to how he or she expresses her ideas in her his writing.
This story highlights important information that any artist wishing to get to writing should read. In the society today, people venture into writing as a means of earning high incomes. But from the story Bird by Bird written by Anne Lamott, it is clear that most successful writers are driven by their passion and not the material of financial gain as many people might think. If it were that great writers, such as Anne’s father engage in writing because of money, then Anne Lamott would not have taken writing as a career. She took writing because she had passion for it and because she wanted to write. Therefore, despite the bad and negative reviews, she still went on to write. Therefore, success in writing requires great passion and a keener look at the lives of people in the society in which a writer lives, just as it was the case for Anne Lamott and her father. But is this always true for all writers? I believe that apart from passion, one ventures in writing also because he or she wants to get well paid for his pieces of writing, even though passion might be playing a part in his or her writing
